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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

a. Applicant argues on page 7 that Maa does not disclose newly amended limitation 
'the first communication signal includes the contents and limitation information. ' 

Maa discloses the first communication signal including contents and limitation 
information (video signal, Internet information pointer; fig. 1, el. 10, 12, 14; [4, 19] to [5, 
64]; [8, 1 1] to [9, 45]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 47] to [10, 65]). 



b. Applicant argues on page 7 that Maa does not disclose newly amended limitation 
'the receiver, or a section thereof, is configured to prevent normal outputting of the 
contents if release information does not have a matching correlation with the release 
information. 1 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., "contents if release information does not have a matching correlation with the 
release information") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 



c. Applicant argues on page 8 that Maa does not disclose newly amended limitation 
'the receiver is configured to prevent normal viewing of the contents if the 
predetermined matching correlation is not detected. 1 
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Maa discloses an output section configured to prevent normal outputting of at 
least one portion of said contents when said predetermined matching correlation is not 
detected; and to output said contents normally when said predetermined matching 
correlation is detected ([7, 16] to [8,8]; if a user wants to view encrypted data, he must 
have a valid key. As the contra positive dictates, if a user does not have a valid key, he 
cannot view encrypted data; the receiver effectively outputs data accordingly). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claim(s) 1,7-15 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Maa (5818935). 

As to claim 1 , Maa discloses: 

a receiving section for receiving a first communication signal through a first 
communication system, the first communication signal including contents and limitation 
information (video signal, Internet information pointer; fig. 1, el. 10, 12, 14; [4, 19] to [5, 
64]; [8, 1 1] to [9, 45]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 47] to [10, 65]); 

a transmitting and receiving section requesting a transmission of a second 
communication signal containing release information and receiving said second 
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communication signal through a second communication system enabling bi-directional 
communications (Fig. 1, el. 26; [4, 19] to [5, 64]; [7, 16] to [8,8]); 

a matching correlation detection section for making a judgment as to whether or 
not said release information has a predetermined matching correlation with the limitation 
information (key, information pointers; Fig. 1, el. 16; [7, 16] to [8,8]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 47] to 
[10, 65]); and 

an output section configured to prevent normal outputting of at least one portion 
of said contents when said predetermined matching correlation is not detected; and to 
output said contents normally when said predetermined matching correlation is detected 
([7, 16] to [8,8]; if a user wants to view encrypted data, he must have a valid key. As the 
contra positive dictates, if a user does not have a valid key, he cannot view encrypted 
data); 

wherein said first communication signal contains transmission source information 
for specifying a transmission source in order to obtain said release information that has 
said predetermined matching correlation with said limitation information corresponding 
to said contents constituted by said first communication signal, and wherein said 
receiver receives said second communication signal automatically by obtaining said 
transmission source information contained in said first communication signal ([4, 19] to 
[5, 64]; [7, 16] to [8,8]). 



As to claim 7, Maa discloses: 
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wherein said limitation information is multiplexed with said contents and said 
transmission source information in said first communication signal ([4, 19] to [5, 64]; [7, 
16] to [8,8]; contents are scrambled). 

As to claim 8, Maa discloses: 

wherein said output section indicates that said communication is being carried out 
through said second communication system upon request and receipt of said second 
communication signal ([4, 19] to [5, 64]; [7, 16] to [8, 8]). 

As to claim 9, Maa discloses: 

wherein said contents include video data ([4, 19-37]). 

As to claim 10, Maa discloses: 

said contents include music data ([15, 1-2]). 

As to claim 1 1 , Maa discloses: 

said contents include program data ([15, 13-19]). 

As to claim 12, Maa discloses: 

A distribution method of release information comprising: 

distributing release information has to a receiver, the release information having 
a predetermined matching correlation with limitation information that is supplied along 
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with contents to the receiver through a first communication system (video signal, 
Internet information pointer; fig. 1, el. 10, 12, 14; [4, 19] to [5, 64]; [8, 11] to [9, 45]; fig. 
7, 8; [9, 47] to [10, 65]); fig. 1, el. 26; [7, 16] to [8,8]); 

wherein said release information distributed to the receiver through a second 
communication system enabling bi-directional communications (Fig. 1, el. 26; [4, 19] to 
[5, 64]; [7, 16] to [8,8]); 

wherein a transmission source information for specifying a transmission source 
of said release information is supplied together with said contents and limitation 
information to the receiver (video signal, Internet information pointer; fig. 1, el. 10, 12, 
14; [4, 19] to [5, 64]; [8, 1 1] to [9, 45]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 47] to [10, 65]), and 

wherein the receiver is configured to prevent normal outputting of the contents 
until the receiver detects the predetermined matching correlation between the release 
information and the limitation information output said contents normally when said 
predetermined matching correlation is detected ([7, 16] to [8,8]; if a user wants to view 
encrypted data, he must have a valid key. As the contra positive dictates, if a user does 
not have a valid key, he cannot view encrypted data). 

As to claim 13, Maa discloses: 

the distribution of said release information is executed in response to a predetermined 
request 

As to claim 14, Maa discloses: 
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A distribution method of contents, which distributes said contents through a first 
communication system to a receiver, wherein said contents are supplied together with 
transmission source information for specifying a transmission source for a second 
communication system that enables bi-directional communications and with limitation 
information (video signal, Internet information pointer; fig. 1, el. 10, 12, 14; [4, 19] to [5, 
64]; [8, 1 1] to [9, 45]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 47] to [10, 65]; fig. 1 , el. 26; [7, 16] to [8,8]); 

and wherein the receiver is configured to prevent normal outputting of said 
contents until the receiver detects that release information, which is obtained from said 
transmission source through the second communication system, has a predetermined 
matching correlation with the limitation information ([7, 16] to [8,8]; if a user wants to 
view encrypted data, he must have a valid key. As the contra positive dictates, if a user 
does not have a valid key, he cannot view encrypted data; fig. 1 , el. 26; [4, 19] to [5, 
64]; [7, 16] to [8,8]; key, information pointers; Fig. 1, el. 16; [7, 16] to [8,8]; fig. 7, 8; [9, 
47] to [10, 65]); 



As to claim 15, Maa discloses: 

said contents are multiplexed with said limitation information and said transmission 
source information ([4, 19] to [5, 64]; [7, 16] to [8, 8]; content is scrambled). 



Conclusion 

Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8546. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SL 



JEF/ERY HOFSASS 

supervisory Went examiner 
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